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From the Diocesan President 

 

This year our Patron, Her Majesty the Queen,  

celebrates 65 years as our Queen. 

This gives us the opportunity once again to re-

flect on the dedication and commitment she 

has given to her role, the enthusiasm and ener-

gy she has shown  in carrying it out and her  

acknowledgement of the strength and support she has received through 

her faith in Christ. 

As we enter the second year of our present triennium, we can take  

inspiration from our Patron and look forward to a year of celebration of 

Faith in Action. 

I hope very much that you have noted the date of our Diocesan Festival  

Eucharist on Wednesday 26 April at 11am in Chester Cathedral – a date 

that I know you will not want to miss! If everyone who can, makes that 

journey to Chester Cathedral on that day (and the Cathedral is the only 

church in Chester Diocese that will hold us all), what a celebration of Faith 

in Action that will be! 

 

I look forward to seeing you there! 

 

With my love and prayers, Viv 
 

P.S. There is much excitement amongst the Trustees as we begin to make 

preparations for our Mothers’ Union Open Gardens Event which will take 

place in delightful gardens near Chester on Sunday 30 July. We are thrilled 

to have this opportunity. If you are able to give a couple of hours of your 

time to help on the day, Dawn in the Mothers’ Union Office is waiting to 

hear from you. Thank you everyone.  

(see advert page 5 . Ed) 
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Nine members  visited  

Manchester Airport last October, seven from Chester Diocese and two 

from Manchester.   This was subsequent to the talk by Rev’d George Lane 

to Council last  July.  He is Co-ordinating Chaplain at 

the Airport Chaplaincy, one of a team of fourteen 

from seven different  religious backgrounds who 

have responsibility for the pastoral and  

humanitarian care for all people working at, or 

passing through, the airport. We began in the 

Prayer room of Terminal  1, (left ) with its  

beautiful stained glass “window” dedicated to the 

Parachute Regiment. Splitting into two small 

groups, the important task of having our passports scrutinised and photos 

taken for our temporary security tags followed, then Rev’d George and 

Rev’d Kennedy Bedford  explained some of their work in this vast  commu-

nity – which they describe as like a factory which processes people — peo-

ple with an amazing variety of needs.  These can be 

spiritual, physical and often, very emotional ones.   

Importantly, they have contacts with local Health 

Care and Social  Services,  Red Cross and with  

Immigration Detention  Service – a charity 

which helps support those detained whilst 

awaiting immigration or deportation.   

On a more cheerful note, they celebrate Christmas and Easter with special 

services and events around  the airport – local schools come to sing carols 

and sometimes act out a Nativity play, which is very appropriate for those 

going on a journey, possibly unsure of where they will spend their next 

night.   We were allowed into the area where planes where planes carrying 

refugees or victims of   terrorist attacks are directed,  so that they can be 

kept away from the general hurly-burly of the airport and the various 

agencies can attend to all their requirements.  We were allowed into the 

Family Room, where the families are temporarily detained whilst their  

A visit to Manchester Airport 

Basic, but welcome, comforts 

‘Our Diocesan President in 

the Prayer room . 
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papers are sorted out, or whilst they are checked for legality. This room also 

used to  interview families and children when they have to be denied a 

flight, arrive with possibly false documents, or, as in one case, there was a 

young child with his “uncle”, ‘uncle’, who, it later proved, was not his uncle 

at all.  In these cases the Clergy work closely with Airport Police and the  

Border Guards.   

Beside all this care for passengers, they also minster to the huge numbers of 

staff employed at the airport, all of 

whom live in our two Dioceses.   

Manchester Airport, should be,  Rev’d 

George feels, very much a part of our 

lives, not a world into which we only step  

occasionally.   

The trip was an incredibly interesting  

insight into the work of a dedicated team 

of Clergy working to provide the face of 

faith wherever it is needed in this huge area, 

soon to be made even larger with the  

restructuring of Terminal 2.  

Our very grateful thanks are due to Rev’d George and Rev’d Kennedy for 

spending time with us describing their work and  answering our many  

questions.    Ed.  

P.S. One staff member knows a little more about MU than she did  - the  

Editor spotted her name badge  - amazingly she is called  Mary Sumner! 

Left  St. Cross  Branch, Knutsford, took 

part in the Knutsford  

Community Christmas Tree Festival, 

held bi-annually at St Cross Church.  It 

was their celebration of 140 years  of 

MU. The blue hands on the tree signify 

hands reaching out across the world. 

The group with Rev’d 

George Lane.  
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Many hands make light work……and lots of 
money for MU! 

 A large number of volunteers are required to assist at a 
big  fund-raising event on  

     July 30th 2017  

at a prestigious venue near Chester! 

Help will be required to provide a refreshment   

service at a  garden event.  Members are asked to 

volunteer to serve drinks, cakes etc. for this event.  

We will also be running our own fund-raising stalls, 

so ideas for these, plus people to run them are needed.  

This promises to be a very rewarding occasion—

don’t miss the opportunity to be part of it!   

 

Contact your Branch/ Deanery Leader for 
more information and get involved ! 

 

St Stephen’s, Prenton (left) was the  

venue for the Birkenhead  Deanery's Vigil 

for 16 Days of  Activism against Violence 

towards Women. 

They made friendship bracelets during the 

service and their  hands joined together, 

palms up, on the front cover, are  ready 

for this year’s “Faith in action”. (See  

front cover) 
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From our Fundraising and Communications Coordinator:- 

Please promote ethical gift vouchers in your Branches and Deaneries.  

These can be purchased with the profits from  fundraising efforts. They are  

available from our Enterprise reps.   

Wirral North are organising a sponsored walk on 3rd May which will take 

in all 3 Birkenhead Branches, calling in for coffee at each one before  

finishing with a picnic lunch.  Walkers will be wearing blue and handing out 

literature as they go - fabulous awareness raising!  

If anyone is interested in assisting with fundraising across the diocese or 

has any ideas that they would like to see implemented, contact me 

on gedwardsweaverham@hotmail.co.uk        Gillian Edwards 

Pilgrimage to the “Land of Song”   This summer, between 10th-

13th July, we will be travelling to South Wales, focussing on the area  
around Cardiff taking in the sights and local  attractions.   Staying at St 
Michael’s  College in the Diocese of Llandaff, we will be led by our  
Chaplain, Canon Chris  Humphries. We are to be picked up at selected  
locations in the Diocese, taken by coach, stopping off on the way for some 
lunch and local  sightseeing. We plan to visit some of Wales’ largest for-
tresses and castles, its priories and the Folk and History Museum, with 
some free time to look around Cardiff itself.  As well as visiting the  
beautiful Llandaff  Cathedral, we will also see other Cardiff  attractions  
and “Tiger Bay” (Cardiff Bay) which has been newly developed into one of  
Europe’s  largest waterfronts. 
St Michael's College will provide en-suite accommodation with breakfast 
and evening meals. It is part of the Anglican Church of Wales working in 
partnership with Bishops, Dioceses and local church communities to help 
deepen the spirituality of those who cross its threshold.  Our coach and  
driver will take us everywhere we need to go, avoiding the need to walk 
long distances, staying with us the whole time.  There are currently 35  

people signed up, so there are just a few places left .  
Please Contact Dawn in the office if you are  interested  in joining us. A  
deposit of £50 will be needed to secure a place. 
Derek Buckthorpe     
Faith and Policy Co-ordinator  
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Fiona Bruce Launches ‘Labelled for Life’ Guide  
in House of Commons 
Fiona Bruce has launched a new resource produced by  

 Mothers’ Union designed to help parents respond to the rise  

in sexting, online advertising and commercialisation of children  

and young people which is campaigning  for better  safeguards  

for children online. 

The new resource, “Labelled for Life: Managing the Commercial World as a 

Family”, builds upon Mothers’ Union’s successful Bye Buy Childhood  

campaign and addresses the proliferation of online advertising, user - 

generated content and includes updates to marketing and media regulations 

   that have been made following recent policy changes.  

     Labelled for Life offers a practical and accessible guide 

to ``     to parents and carers to help them understand and  

        ensure the safety   of their children amid the latest  

     developments in technology.  

      Speaking at the launch in the House of Commons 

      Fiona Bruce, MP for the Congleton Constituency,  

                        highlighted how half of parents in the UK do not feel 

      equipped to deal with the commercial world, with over  

     a third feeling  they have little or no control over the  

content their children are viewing on mobile  phones 

and social  networking sites.   “We have all benefited 

from advances in technology in this generation but 

parents often feel ill equipped to ensure their  

children can engage with this new world in safety. Labelled for Life provides 

a starting point for both parents and carers to begin that conversation”. 

As well as advice to combat online commercialisation, Labelled for Life also 

provides practical tips for parents and carers on talking to children about 

money and budgeting, peer pressure and bullying, sex and healthy  

relationships, and where to go for further advice in the event of serious  

complaints or criminal activity. Labelled for Life works on the basis that while 

the commercial world is now part of life, rather than shield children from it, 

they need to be equipped to manage it and engage with it safely and  

securely. Labelled for Life recommends that parents spend responsibly, put 

in place sensible safeguards and manage children’s expectations around 

what they can consume.  

By kind permission  of  Fiona Bruce M.P.   

Fiona at the launch, with 

our C.E.O. Bev Julienn 
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I 
The main speaker at  November’s  

Council was Jenny Gilbertson, wife of the Archdeacon of Chester. She had 

been to Melanesia earlier last year and seen some of the problems facing 

the  people there and discovered how  Mothers’ Union is trying to help 

overcome some of these.  The country consists of 9 Dioceses, covering 

9,000 miles, with over 70 different languages, which, together with the 

vast distances, does make for communication difficulties!  The official  

language is English, but Pidgin is very widely used.  Worship is usually  

conducted in English, which, again, causes difficulties for some of the  

population, creating a barrier to communication.  The economy is largely a 

subsistence one, exacerbated by environmental problems such as soil  

erosion caused by too much logging and especially by rising sea levels. On a 

personal  level, education is free up to the age of 12, then it requires  

payment; health care is not free and arranged marriage is the cultural 

norm, with very little financial independence for women. This gives the 

local Mothers’ Union plenty of scope for projects! She gave us the   

interesting, and somewhat telling, statistic that the 12,000 members in 

Melanesia represent 3% of the female population whereas in the UK. the 

percentage of our membership is a mere 0.3.%. The biggest challenge  

facing the Melanesian women is the issue of domestic violence, which, at 

64% of domestic situations, is the highest in the world.  Police powers to 

address this have just been increased, which, it is hoped, will help, as will 

the local churches’ teaching of the male population about the issue of  

disciplining their wives, as the father is  traditionally still in overall charge 

of the families. Positive Parenting is becoming the main focus of MU work 

in 8 out of the 9 Dioceses, as well as in the correctional facility. Literacy and 

Financial Education is also of great importance especially for the women, 

many of whom now save in piggy banks made of coconuts!  Savings clubs 

collect these and a paid coordinator deals with the accounting.  The MU 

took over the Girls Friendly Society in 2005 to help with addressing issues 

for young girls, most of which are remarkably similar to the pressures  

facing our own youngsters. Jenny told us  that Archbishop George and his 

wife will be visiting our Diocese this year.    Editor 

MU work in Melanesia 
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Action and Outreach Report  

AFIA  12 caravans booked. At Presthaven Sands. There are 6 applications 

in place, plus 2 more in the pipeline. A refund was received for a holiday 
cancelled last year  due to bereavement . 
 140 Projects   Touch 140 Lives This was not as successful as hoped. Some 
Branches had sent them out, but  
there was very little feedback.   
  Knit 140 Rainbow 
Jumpers.  This was a resounding 
success, resulting in excess of 200 
jumpers.   (The photo shows these 
making one extra out-size jumper!) 
Prison work   Christmas cards  
delivered to both prisons by the 
Chaplains. A prisoner from Thorn Cross wrote  “ I really appreciate your 
handwritten comment and am grateful for the time and effort your group 
has taken to fill and send these cards. Separated from my young family this 
Christmas, your Madonna and Child card is pinned to my cell wall. As your 
group is well aware, prisoners are an isolated group , physically and  
mentally and any approach that breaks down such social and civic deaths is 
much appreciated. Please pass on my sincere appreciation of your work.  
Matthew” 
 Toiletries Following the phenomenal response to this appeal, both 

prisons are now well-stocked with items for  
release bags.  Additions of foil blankets,  
waterproof ponchos drawstring bags, and  
essential food items have been added, purchased 
with £150 grant from the Diocese and a £200  
donation from Middlewich Deanery’s Rainbow 
Event.  Both Chaplains have expressed their  
gratitude.  (Left Rev’d Shawn Verhey, Chaplain of 
Thorn Cross receives a carload  of gifts for the  
release bags from Joan Colwell). 

Bridge Foyer  Support continues. Items too large for the prison release 
bags made up 4 large containers  which were delivered there. 
Virtual Babies   More volunteers still needed to help with this on-going 
 successful project in  Whitby High School and Kingsway Academy. 
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Knitting  After the overwhelming quantity of knitting brought to  
November's Council,  I spent several day packing it for distribution to our 
partner charities all of whom are very grateful.  Changes to distribution 
methods are being considered, with Deaneries taking more responsibility 
for this.  
Joan Colwell, Action and Outreach Coordinator.  
 
P.S. Unit meeting   A unit meeting will be arranged as soon as Joan is  
sufficiently recovered from her recent fall and consequent fracture. We all 
wish her well and pray for her speedy recovery.  Editor 

Left Little Budworth Branch has been  

celebrating Marriage Week and raising funds 

with a “guess the bride and groom”  

competition. A display of wedding  

photographs was set up and everyone,  not 

just members, is invited to pay to guess whose 

wedding it is.  It has generated a lot of interest 

around the village. 

Right The tremendous 

response of members to 

Joan’s appeal for toiletries 

for prison release bags…. 

Left  A colourful display of MUEnterprise stock 

is always on display at Diocesan Council.  
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St Mary’s, Nantwich MU joined with some senior church  members on a 

coach trip to visit St Mary’s, Denbigh in the Diocese of St Asaph.  We were 

treated to morning coffee and a splendid home-cooked, two-course lunch, 

all provided by 8 Welsh MU members, in the church which can cater for 

about 50 in the reordered nave.  They welcomed us most warmly and then 

a member showed us round St Mary’s itself, explaining the reordering, be-

fore some went with an official town guide for a tour round Denbigh and 

others went by coach to the historic sister church St Marcella’s a mile away.  

There, another member gave us a helpful guided tour of the  wonderful 

stone carving, stained glass and a remarkable  alabaster tomb. After lunch 

we went by coach to the local 1950s museum.  The 

whole trip was a success for everyone and MU  

benefited by our paying 

MU Denbigh for all the  

excellent refreshments, 

instead of a commercial 

organisation as we usually do. We can award the 

catering multiple stars and the whole visit proved 

to be filled with interest for everyone.  We can thoroughly recommend any 

branch wanting to have a trip with a Mothers’ Union focus to contact Sue   

Gillespie,  MU Secretary for St Asaph  Diocese.     

Christine Kirkby (Branch Leader) 

 

A trip to Denbigh 

Welcome to our new  
Members  

Altrincham St George  

Ellie Leatherbarrow 

Backford, St Oswald   

Ann Price. 

Edgeley   St Matthew 

Margaret Parkin  

 

Henbury St Thomas 

Jackie Booth   

 Pamela Ross 

Oxton St Saviour   

Marjorie Davies 

Jaime Riley 

Alison Smith 

Angelica Waller 

Rainow Holy Trinity  Anne Bennett    
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The 2017 General Meeting  

will take place on   

29th and 30th September in Edinburgh 
   
so make sure to put the  dates in  
  your diary. 

A Summer Concert of light & popular music by 

THE LAURENCE SINGERS  
 Sat.  17th June, 2017 at  Norbury Church, Hazel Grove at .7.30pm.  

 Tickets cost £7.50, including light refreshments,  

For tickets and information,  

Contact   Florence Barlow – 0161 285 1283.   

 

The Church of England/Mothers' Union stand at The Wedding Show was a 

great success. Over the two days we spoke to around 200 couples and 

were able to correct some of the misconceptions about church marriages. 

One bride had been told that she wouldn't be able to 

have a wedding in church because she hadn't been 

baptised. Wrong! Others that being divorced was a 

barrier. This is not always so and they were  

encouraged to speak to the vicar of their chosen  

parish. 

Our wedding fair project is so worthwhile,  

everyone who volunteers says what a wonderful  

experience it is and it's good to show the friendly,  

welcoming face of the Church of England to all those contemplating  

marriage.  Long may we continue to have a presence at The Wedding 

Show.     Ann Elliott    Wedding Fair Co-ordinator 

The Wedding Show at Tatton Hall 
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Our Chaplain writes…... 

Stacking Logs 

In the created world around us at this time of year  

resurrection and renewal abound in the copses, paddocks  

and fields of our parishes, and in our own homes and  

gardens. But I want to consider something that appears to be 

dead, but is  a resource that is important to   

everybody...WOOD.  My family tease me that I am a log pile addict. There is 

something therapeutic and life-affirming about collecting, chopping and  

stacking wood. Recently I came across a wonderful poem by the Norwegian 

poet Hans Borli, which begins: 

“The scent of fresh wood 

is among the last things you will forget when the veil falls. 

The scent of fresh white wood 

in the spring sap time: 

As though life itself walked by you,  

with dew in its hair.” 

Now, you may ask, will there be the aroma of fresh wood in heaven? For me, 

resurrection means that anything good on this earth is expanded,  

amplified and enlarged in heaven. Our earthly bodies may be mouldering in the 

dust, but our heavenly bodies are surely blessed with much greater  

sensory perception and sensitivity than we can experience in our  

mortality. Remember that heaven is described often in the Bible as a  

banquet or great feast, so think of the most fantastic party or most  

enjoyable family meal that you’ve ever experienced. That is a clue to what  

resurrected life with our Heavenly Father will be like...sociable, homely and fun. 

Following the Carpenter 

The job that Jesus took in his earthly life is significant. He wasn’t a banker or a 

brigadier or a bishop. At the feet of Joseph he learnt carpentry. For more than a 

decade he was the man in Nazareth that you would go to for all your joinery. 

Like other tradesmen, you’d find him in the Yellow Pages, or see his advert in 

the Parish magazine…   His “working with wood” now has a deeper meaning 

because of his sacrifice and death on the cross. The Scarborough  
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writer, Marjorie Dobson, puts it like this: 

“Jesus the carpenter, hanging on Calvary, 

nails through your feet and your work-hardened hands –  

wood you have worked with and wood is your destiny –  

paying the price of our sinful demands.” 

Rough Crosses  

Churches these days tend to be adorned with beautiful crosses, made of  

silver and gold. Some have the suffering figure of Christ on them, while others 

are gloriously empty: “He is alive! He is risen!” 

But I am always moved when I see rough crosses outside and outdoors. Like  

the ones we carry around the streets on Palm Sunday or Good Friday in walks 

of witness. These crosses are roughly hewn and fashioned from living trees. 

They speak a powerful undying message of the carpenter and his love for us  

all. 

So I’ll carry on stacking my logs, remembering the one for whom  

woodworking was a daily job and skill; the Lord of life who blesses us with  

resurrection  power, as surely as sap surges through the branches and limbs of 

each tree, enabling them to blossom and bear fruit. 

Your friend and companion in Christ    Chris 

Quiet Day 2017 

Bishop Libby will lead our Quiet Day this year, on 21st September in  

Chester. Precise location, timing and costs to be advised.  

This event  is bound to be very popular, so contact Dawn in the office to  

express an interest. 

The Diocesan Festival Eucharist  

 This is will take place on April 26th at 11.00am in Chester 

Cathedral .  It would be truly amazing if we could fill the  

Cathedral with members and friends!  Make this the year you 

come along, especially if you have never been before.  
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City of Chester Branch recently held a Caravan Drive. 

They raised nearly £300 for AFIA with 2 raffles, ticket 

sales and £1 coins stuck on a beach display in St. 

Thomas of Canterbury Church. Left  the beautifully 

decorated caravan cake made by Sally Quick,  

daughter of one of their members . 

Around the Diocese….. 

Right   Holy Cross ,  

Woodchurch held a Mosquito 

Drive , raising  £277.50p to 

send to Aru  Diocese in the 

D.R.Congo to buy 111  

mosquito nets. They gave a 

presentation at their Sunday 

morning service.  

 

Marple branch  was visited by Rev‘d Dr 

Val Ogden, Vice Principal of South Pacific  

Theological College on Fiji. She spoke to 

their meeting – to which the deanery had 

been invited  – about the life for  women 

at the theology college. She presented 

them with a silk pulpit fall (right) which 

the students had hand -made in their  

Ladies Fellowship group and dyed with 

hand -made vegetable dyes. Their vicar 

quickly requisitioned it for the free - 

standing lectern where, because of its  

ecological colours, it can remain in all  

Liturgical seasons.  
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Calendar 2017   Theme:  Faith in Action   
Friday 3 March   Women's World Day of Prayer (at a church near you) 

 Sunday 26 March   Mothering Sunday (look out for resources on  

   MU website for your church service) 

 Thurs 18 - Sat 20 May   Mothers' Union Wave of Prayer Services  

   (Order of Service for your event in this issue of MUM) 

Wed. 26th April   Diocesan Festival  Chester Cathedral  11am  

 Fri 19 - Sun 21st May   Chester Diocesan Lay Conference, Swanwick 

 Tues 20 - Wed 21 June   Royal Cheshire Show 

 Tues 27 June    Diocesan Council, Hartford 

 Mon 10 - Thurs 13 July   Diocesan Pilgrimage to Cardiff and South Wales 
   (contact Dawn in MU Office to reserve your place) 

   Sun 30 July   Open Gardens  fund-raising event  (lots of volunteers  
   needed, please) 

From the Editor  Copy for the next edition should be   

with the Editor, Judith Dewdney,  

7th June 2017 

30 Henbury Rise, Henbury, Macclesfield SK11 9NW 

Tel.  01625 439753   E-mail judith.torview@gmail.com   

Mothers’ Union Diocesan Office    

 9 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU 

 mothersunionchester@care4free.net   Tel;  01244 400491 

      Diocesan website    www. mothersunionchester.co.uk 

Text  Giving    dial MUCH22 to 70070 

Never believe that a few caring people cannot change the world.  For   

indeed, that’s all who ever have.  Margaret Mead 


